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Talk trcscntcd to the Conftrcncc: Rc-Envisiming ttc San Gabrid Riyctr, Dosnbcr 6,l9f9.,
Baldwin Part

BE.ESIYISTONINGIEESAN GABnIEL RrtvER . DECEMBER 61999
RIPARIAN EABITAT RESTORATION AT WHTTTIER NARROWS

Mickcy Long
Lns Angeles County Departncnt of Pa*s and Rcqeation

Eaton Cmyon Nanrc Ccner

Tbc Whinicr Narrows Recrcation Area inchdcs appox. 1500 ucs of Army Corps of Engrnecn
ledtldcrlcasc to Cmtyof l.os Angcles, DepL of Parts md Rccrcation

Abot 419 ues ac currcntly dcsignatcd as Nanral Arca - Whittfotr Numws Nme Ccntrr,
along tre east si& of Durfec Ave., west side of the San Gabricl River, So. El Mmc. Tbc Nanns
Cener and wildlift sancatary prcvide an enviroaupntal o&cdion site for schools and the
gcneral Public with an ctive volurteer progran o sqrylemcnt db scvcral Cormty staff. Self-
gui&d nahr€ tnails providc visitor acoess trrcugh thc main wildlift ssffiry.

EES: The Whinier Narrows Recrcation ArEa" with par-rmd surface water in tb form of
wildlife lakcs, rccreational lakcs and tb San Gabriel and Rio Hmdo rivers, suppofis a
rernartable diusity of bird life especially whcn vicwed in its seting of a bvily urbanized area
Currently 29t species and 5 dditional srbspecies of birds havc bccn recordcd witrin thc
Recrcation Arca" Thrs we are close to recording 3lXl kinds of Hr& in fu ener. Bird dversity
at WhinierNanows is remalSle with records up to l(I2 spccies secn in a foll day of birding.

Wlldllfe Ar€a Hb0orical llmeline:
1!139 . Th Ssn Gabriel Rtver \tildllfe Sanctuery establisbcd by tu National Audubon
Society on 326 acres aloirg thc southwest sidc of ttrc river.

UHE - the Sodety ctablishcd thc Audnbon Ccnter.of Soofhern Callfomia at tre sitc

WO - Cmty Arrts rnd Recrcafu assunpd nansge,rncnt of thc ara and renamcd tbc
Whitder Narrows Nabre Ccntcr, Wildlife Sanclmry

Srhitier Narrcws becam ttc site of tbe first lNr*€cale rimdan rcstorrtion oroiect in Lc
Anedes Countv
In mid-lln(k - Cornty Pa*s begen plans to develop Norrth t.cgg r ake (crEat€d ),€ars bcfore as a
borrow pit during 60 Fcry. constnrction) into a frshing lake. Sine North Iake had bccn fenced
and had develi@ riparian cdge ud waterfowl habitat, this lcd b legal challcngs and out of
court scrlement to crcate 150 acres of mitigation habiat adjacent to tbc exising Natunl Arca
eest of fhrrfte Ave.

In summer 1915 worlcbcgEn m the't''[ew Lakes ArEa- or Tvlitigatim Ltkes"
o 3 lakes, totaling 25 asres of waler werc cmstnrctoq sev. islands builq dirt perimeter b6ms

placed for scrcming; frncing and signagc installed-
. 9(XX) native uces, shnrb and annualVaryatic fmd plmts

cuttings or sced from Natural Area site.
plantd rnany grown frrom



TABLB T

Status

Permanent Resident
Winter Visitor
Summer Visitor
Migrant (+'Visitof)
Vagrants

California brown pelican

Western least bittem

White-faced ibis

Bald eagle

Sharp-shinned hawk

Swainson's hawk

Femrginous hawk

Americar peregrine falcon

Light-footed clapper rail

Western snowy plover

Black tern

Western yellow-billed cuckoo E
Southwestern willow flycatcher E
Bank swallow T
Califomia coastal gnatcatcher

Loggerhead shrike

Least Bell's vireo E
So. Califomia rufous-crowned sp:urow
Tricolored blackbird

I

Birds of lvhittier Narrows Recreation Anea by Seasonal occurrence
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E
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117
13
76
44

100

* The abundance of species as "Winter Visitors" reflects the importance of water in the basin and
its effect on attracting and retaining wintering waterbirds (loons, grebes, herons, ducks and
geese) and shorebirds.

TABLE 2 State and Federal Rare and Endangered Bird Species recorded from
Whittier Narrorvs Recreation Area (through 1999)

E = Endangered r = Threatened ssc= species of Special concern

E
E

Federal
E
ssc
ssc
T
SSC
ssc
SSC
E
E
T
ssc

E

T
ssc
E
ssc
ssc

Status at_]Vhittier Narrows

One record

Rare summer visitor; nest records

Fifteen rccords

Two records

Fairly common winter visitor

Ten records

Eight records

Over twenty records

One record

Four records

Six records

Extirpated; formerly nested

Five records; formerly nested

Eight records

Approx. six rccords

Fairly courmon residenl nests

Rare summ. visitor;Two nest records

One record

Uncommon visitor; nest record
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o Dominant species planted: cottonwoods (Fremont and black), Calif. sycirmore, willows,
mulefat, coffeeberry, elderberry, wild grape.

The lead agency was Army Corps of Engineers in conjunction with los Angeles County
Department of Parks and Recreation. Total cost: approx. $500,000

The Project wils highly successful, providing to this day high quality riparian habitat and public
wildlife study arca, especially for birding.

Criticallv Rare or Endaneered Soecies:

Recreation Arca has recorded over 40 agency-listed (sensitive) bird species, including at
least l9 species Federally or State Rare or Endangered

There are additional mammal, reptile, amphibian and plant species.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo nested in 1940s and 50s; last nest June 1952

I-east Bell's Vireo - nesting in the late 1980s and singing males (3) present last spring
(1e99)

Peregrine Falcon uses the area each winter and an immature Bald Eagle seen the week of
the conference, in the Rio Hondo basin.

Whittier Narrows is the last known location for Parish's Gooseberry (Ribes divaricatum

, 
parishii) in I98l , now thought to be extinct but possibly persisting.
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